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¢H33}A| 8. Thank you everybody for coming this such a wonderful gathering

and 1 see all the fantastic energy in this room and it's very inspiring. I'm going to
introduce little bit about my perspective on topic of education from the perspective
of anthropology. Um, 1 would introduce how we grow our children how do we
cultivate our children because human are born helpless and have to be nurtured they
are not like animals we're not like horses. When horses are born, they can stand up
and walked within a few days. Human beings are defenseless and tiny and they need
the entire society to bring them up to the point of adulthood. So every society has

to figure out and answer to the problem of how do we raise our children.

We have a variety of ways and anthropologist to look all around the world can see
there are great differences in the way we do it. So we can see the ways we raise
our children vary from place to place. Even the very idea of children or childhood

changes from place to place. So we can have one version in one place, another



version somewhere else. The family is different, in some places children work, in
some places children take care of each other. How do children learn skills? Who do
they learn them from? Where do they learn them? Do they spend all their time with
other people their age inside, away from everything else? Do they work? 1s work
good? 1s work bad? Should they be able to work as children? And if they are in
institution where their education is formal what is the purpose of education, is to
teach them how to compete with other people? is to teach them to cooperate? How

does it work? is it for learning sake? is it diplomats and credentials?

What is the role of schooling, how does schooling work if we put children in
buildings? What is the form of schooling? what kinds of values are communicated?
is it industrial? So what is the role of schooling? what values are communicated
even by the buildings? Is it industrial or is it organic? is it stark and frightening? or
is it welcoming? what do every trying to tell people? Do the schools model war? 1s
school like war? 1s that what we want out of our schools or the schools encourage
exploration and enjoyment, pleasure. are people together outside or are they inside?
Are they touching each other or are they far apart? Are they uniform and one just

like another? Are they all the same age? or are they different ages?

Again, what exactly are we telling by means of our school? Our children expect to
contribute to the world of their families? and what kind of things are they supposed
to learn? Is it beauty? or is it something packaged? are the children supposed to
use what they learn? Who do they learn from? and what other relations between
the person they learning from and themselves? What kinds of power are exhibited

in schools who has the power here? what about discipline? what is the order in this
particular room? and who tells everybody how it supposed to be? Here's another
kind of youth and power, who has the power here? and what are they using it for
and what are they trying to accomplish, what about this kind of education? What is
supposed to be learned by means of that and what is the role of this kind learning

compared to the society? Who is benefiting who is interacting?

This is another kind of learning. This is something people are learning, what are they
learning by means of rituals? Rituals also teach us. They also teach the society.

So how do that those things work? These are kinds of education, but they are not
all in school. These are contemporary hunter-gatherers. So these are people in our
day who are learning to be members of the society but they are learning by doing

in the middle of their entire society. They are not separated by wars, they are not

separated by ages, they don't have a curriculum somebody could write down but in

the middle of their life they learn how to be adults in their society.

Here's another kind of learning, something may be more familiar, um where
everybody is supposed to do certain kinds of things. But even though we know, if
we have schools, what everybody is supposed to learn, there are other things they
learn in addition to learning math, in addition to learning history, in addition to
learning science. They learn other things that we might consider the unintended
consequences of school. Some people talk about this is the hidden curriculum. it’s
what's learned besides the other curriculum. One of things people learn is not to
learn. They learn to refuse, they learn to resist. Sometimes they learn to be lonely,
sometimes it feels to them like prison. Sometimes people get into big trouble, they
really fall into despair and they can't really get out of it. One thing that happens in
a lot of schools is a lot of boredom. And whatever is the case in most contemporary
schools, there’s a lot of stress. 1 think in Korea people know something about stress
in school. So taking just this brief survey what do we learn and what should we do?

Later today 1'1l be giving a talk where 1 am comparing agriculture and education.

So the kind of education that we're familiar with in rows, in buildings, with the
curriculum, with the teacher, I'm comparing to industrial agriculture, everything is
the same, everything is the uniform, everything is the predictable. And in contrast
we have another kind of agriculture and another kind of education that 1'm calling
permaculture where it's much more organic it's much more round it's much more
integrated it's much more diverse. So when we look at school when we look at
educating our youth we have a choice. We can give them single path through wood
where the destination is known where everybody is exactly the same or we can offer
something different where people are exuberant and they thrived and they flourished

and they take their part in the world in a creative and joyful way. Thank you.

AR,
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Psy in the United States and 1 am here in Korea. But he sent his love to you and 1
present Obama sent his love he could not be here also he wanted to be with Psy not

me. 1 hope you like my sneakers that make me dance like Psy.

There is a difference between learning and knowledge. Learning and Knowledge
are two very different things. Many schools in the United States and schools here
in Korea think schools are all about knowledge. 1 and everyone here in Haja center
think school is really about learning. The Haja students, raise your hands. let’s give
me a hand. Where are you? We'll see if people really understand what 1 am saying,

give me a hand.

1 am going to tell you a story about one of my students. and you'll see what 1 mean

about learning. and what my school is about. Her name is Merlene. Merlene was a



very tough kid in middle school. She got in fight every week. and then she came to
my high school. and she was very angry.

But in my high school, we say to every student. “What do you want to study? You
can study whatever you want. you just have to study it deeply.” And Merlene looks
at me and says. “1 wanna study death.” and 1 go “You want to study death?” she

says “Yes”. But because 1 say everyone can study what they want, 1let her go, even

though it seems like tough topic.

So Merlene started going to cemeteries. She started going funeral homes. She read
everything she could about death. She interviewed people who were dying. She
interviewed people who had people on their family that had died. And then it was
time to make presentation. We do not have paper and pencil test. Students stand
up and make presentation about their learning in front of a group like this. And
Merlene talked she showed this many papers she had worked and worked and done

27 different drafts to get her paper write.

And she taught and her parents were in the audience, her teacher was in the
audience, students were in the audience. and 1 was in the audience and 1 raised my
hand when she was done. and 1 said, “Merlene, are you gonna continue to study
death?” and there was silence in the room, and Merlene said “when my family came
over from Cambodia, all my brothers and sisters were killed. And the only thing 1
could think about my whole life was about death. 1t filled my mind. 90% of the
time. 1 could not do algebra, 1 could not do history, because all 1 thought about was
death,” and she said “now that you allowed me to talk to people about death, talk
to my family about death, read about it, 1 have cleared my mind. and 1 am ready to

study something else.”

As a principle of the school, 1 felt very proud that 1 could let this young woman
study what she needed to study in order to become a better person and a better
learner. So the goals of my school, (looking at screen on the backdrop) 1 don’t
know 1 would go through fast, but think about Merlene, think about what she

did and she gained in these goals. She was passionate about what she was doing
because the death bothered her, so she studied hard. 1t was a risk for her to think
about studying death which made it easier for her the next years to take more risks.
She saw problems and really thought about what it meant to lose her family. She

looked the things differently so she could step outside. She worked by herself really

studying then worked collaboratively with other people. She was creative in her
presentation. She gave back to the community by giving speeches and groups out in
the community for people who had lost people in their family. She persevered. She
worked hard. She cried. She worked hard, wanted to stop but she wanted to help
herself understand death. She gained more self respect, more courage, able to use
world around her. And in the process, she spoke well wrote well and read well. And

really it was the beginning of her becoming a lifelong learner. And tomorrow when 1

speak 1 will talk about my school, and how we help students gain all these important

learning so they can be a success in life.

You can see this very well but this is a picture of a cover of my book. and the face
of the girl whose name is Cleopetra, is made up of all my students, teachers and
parents’ faces that make that up. Because 1 say, education is everyone's business.
And there, a book in Korean with my picture on the front. That is the picture of one
of the buildings of my new school, that a beautiful campus was built in the poorest
area of my state. We open at 7 o'clock in the morning so everybody can use this

school, we close at 9 o’clock at night.

And 1 have three minutes to go so 1 better talk fast. Um, we have, 1 got very lucky.
Who knows who Bill Gates is? Well, Bill Gates is the richest man in the world, and
he happen to give myself and my friends $25,000,000 to put schools all around
country, so there are California, New York, and Middle and therein, Austrailia and
another ones. And maybe someday in Korea. So these are what some other people
say. Our schools are places that cultivate engagement rather than just compliance.
And our schools are about rigor, do it hard, do it well, relevance-it has to have

meaning to you and relationships you have to work together.

And 1 will end with, “to be playful and serious at the same time defines the ideal
mental condition.” And 1 have one last, so we say that education 1 talked about
learning and 1 talked about knowledge. Some people think they just have to put
information in your head, some people think that they want to inspire you, they
want to help you come up with new ideas. And so there is saying in the United
States, education is not the filling of a pail, not the filling of your brain, but the
lighting of a fire. Hold on. And 1 will end with hopefully this light of fire. Oh no~
Thank you.
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